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Question:What Is The Gospel Of Paul?

Answer: Quite simply, the gospel Paul preached is the same gospel
proclaimed by the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and the Lord Jesus. The
gospel of Paul is the gospel of God. He refers to it as “my gospel” because it
was the message he had devoted his life to proclaiming.

OTHER THAN OUR LORD JESUS, PAUL IS PROBABLY THE MOST
PROMINENT CHARACTER IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. BORN IN TARSUS
SHORTLY AFTER THE BIRTH OF JESUS, PAUL, THEN KNOWN AS SAuUL,
WAS A BENJAMITE BROUGHT UP IN THE STRICT MANNER OF THE
PHARISEES. EARLY IN LIFE, HE DEMONSTRATED A KEEN INTELLECT AND
A ZEAL FOR THE TRADITIONS OF JUDAISM. THOUGH AFFORDED THE
RIGHTS OF A ROMAN CITIZEN, PAUL wAS AN ARDENT JEWISH
NATIONALIST WHO DESPISED THE WAYS OF THE GENTILES. PRIOR TO HIS
DRAMATIC CONVERSION DURING A JOURNEY TO DAMASCcuUS, SAUL wAS
A FIERY PERSECUTOR OF THE CHURCH. AFTER HIS CONVERSION, HE
BECAME THE NEW TESTAMENT'S MOST PROLIFIC WRITER AND
CHRISTIANITY'S MOST TIRELESS MISSIONARY.

PAUL SPEAKS OF THE MESSAGE HE PROCLAIMED AS “MY GOSPEL” IN
ROMANS 216 AND 16:25. WHAT, THEN, IS THE “GOSPEL OF PauL”? DOES
IT DIFFER FROM THE TRUE GOSPEL, THE GOSPEL THE OTHER APOSTLES
PREACHED? OR DOES HE CALL IT “MY GOSPEL” FOR A DIFFERENT
REASON?

DURING HIS LONG MINISTRY, PAUL'S APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY WAS
REPEATEDLY QUESTIONED (1 CORINTHIANS 9:2; 2 CORINTHIANS 11)
DESPITE HIS ACCEPTANCE BY THE CHURCH (ACTS 9.19-25: GALATIANS
118-20). EVEN TODAY, THERE ARE CULTIC GROUPS THAT DENY THE
LEGITIMACY OF PAUL'S MINISTRY. THOSE WHO QUESTION PAUL'S
APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY IGNORE THE TESTIMONY OF PETER, JAMES, AND
JOHN, RECOGNIZED APOSTLES OF CHRIST AND PILLARS OF THE EARLY
CHURCH, WHO EXTENDED “THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP” TO PAauL
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AND HIS COMPANION BARNABAS (GALATIANS 2.9). LET US SET ASIDE
ANY FOOLISH BELIEF THAT PAUL WAS A COUNTERFEIT APOSTLE WHO
PREACHED A SPURIOUS MESSAGE, FOR THE PLAIN TEACHINGS OF
SCRIPTURE PROVES OTHERWISE.

THE GOSPEL OF PAUL WAS NOT A DIFFERENT OR A COUNTERFEIT
GOSPEL; THE “GOOD NEWS” OR “GOOD ANNOUNCEMENT” HE PREACHED
CONFORMED IN EVERY WAY TO THE TEACHINGS OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT WRITERS, THE OTHER APOSTLES OF THE FAITH, AND, MOST
IMPORTANTLY, TO THE GOSPEL MESSAGE ACCORDING TO JESUS CHRIST.
IF THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN THE APOSTLE PAUL'S TREATMENT OF THE
GOSPEL, IT IS NOT IN THE ESSENCE OF THE MESSAGE BUT IN THE
METICULOUS DETAIL OF THE GOSPEL. INDEED, MOST NOTABLY IN
RoMANS AND GALATIANS, THE APOSTLE PAUL, GUIDED BY THE HoLY
SPIRIT, DELVES INTO THE LOFTY HEIGHTS AND UNFATHOMABLE DEPTHS
OF THE GOSPEL UNLIKE ANY OTHER NEwW TESTAMENT WRITER. EVEN
PETER, THE APOSTLE TO THE JEWS, WAS MOVED BY THE “WEIGHTINESS”
OF PAauUL’'S WRITINGS (2 PETER 2.15-18).

WiTH THAT SAID, WHOSE GOSPEL IS THIS?”

PauL, A SERVANT OF CHRIST JESUS, CALLED TO BE AN APOSTLE, SET
APART FOR THE GOSPEL OF GOD, WHICH HE PROMISED BEFOREHAND
THROUGH HIS PROPHETS IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, CONCERNING HIS
SON, WHO WAS DESCENDED FROM DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH
AND WAS DECLARED TO BE THE SON OF GOD IN POWER ACCORDING TO
THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS BY HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, JESUS
CHRIST OUR LORD, THROUGH WHOM WE HAVE RECEIVED GRACE AND
APOSTLESHIP TO BRING ABOUT THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH FOR THE SAKE
OF HIS NAME AMONG ALL THE NATIONS, INCLUDING YOU WHO ARE
CALLED TO BELONG TO JESUS CHRIST. (ROMANS 1:1-6)

So, Is THis Paul's GOSPEL?

BY HIS OWN WORDS,
* THE MESSAGE HE PREACHED IS THE GOSPEL OF GOD (VERSE 1)

- THE GOOD NEWS PAUL PREACHED, THE GOSPEL OF GOD, WAS
FORETOLD BY THE HOLY PROPHETS LONG BEFORE PAUL LIVED
(VERSE 2)

* THE GOSPEL MESSAGE FOCUSES ON CHRIST JESUS, A DESCENDANT
OF KING DAVID ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES (VERSE 3)
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* THOUGH BORN OF A WOMAN AND, THUS, BEING FULLY MAN, JESUS
WAS ALSO FULLY GOD AND DIVINE IN NATURE; His SONSHIP WAS
INDISPUTABLY ESTABLISHED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH His
BODILY RESURRECTION (VERSE 1)

» PAUL'S AUTHORITY AS AN APOSTLE, BEING CALLED TO PREACH THE
GOSPEL OF GOD, WAS GRANTED TO HIM BY NONE OTHER THAN THE
LORD JEsSUS CHRIST (VERSE 5)

* THOSE CALLED OF GOD, HAVING HEARD AND BELIEVED THE GOSPEL
OF (GOD, NOW BELONG TO THE LORD JEsus (VERSE 6)

THE GOSPEL FOCUSES ON THE LORD JEsus (ROMANS 1.9) AND His
SACRIFICIAL DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION (1 CORINTHIANS 15—
14). PAUL UNASHAMEDLY DEVOTED HIMSELF TO BROADCASTING THIS
THRILLING MESSAGE, FOR THE GOSPEL REVEALS THE POWER OF GObD—A
MIGHTY FORCE CAPABLE OF TRANSFORMING SINNERS INTO SAINTS
(RoMaNS 1116). KNOWING WE ARE INCAPABLE OF SAVING OURSELVES,
WE TRUST THE GOSPEL, WHICH REVEALS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF (GOD,
WHO SAVES ALL WHO SIMPLY BELIEVE (ROMANS 1:17).

Now, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, I WANT TO REMIND YOU OF THE GOSPEL
I PREACHED TO YOU, WHICH YOU RECEIVED AND ON WHICH YOU HAVE
TAKEN YOUR STAND. BY THIS GOSPEL YOU ARE SAVED, IF YOU HOLD
FIRMLY TO THE WORD I PREACHED TO YOU. OTHERWISE, YOU HAVE
BELIEVED IN VAIN. FOR WHAT I RECEIVED I PASSED ON TO YOU AS OF
FIRST IMPORTANCE: THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS ACCORDING TO
THE SCRIPTURES, THAT HE WAS BURIED, THAT HE WAS RAISED ON THE
THIRD DAY ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, AND THAT HE APPEARED
70 CEPHAS, AND THEN TO THE TWELVE. AFTER THAT, HE APPEARED TO
MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED OF THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS AT THE
SAME TIME, MOST OF WHOM ARE STILL LIVING, THOUGH SOME HAVE
FALLEN ASLEEP. THEN HE APPEARED TO JAMES, THEN TO ALL THE
APOSTLES, AND LAST OF ALL HE APPEARED TO ME ALSO, AS TO ONE
ABNORMALLY BORN. (1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-1)

ACCORDING TO THIS PASSAGE,

» THERE IS ONLY ONE GOSPEL: IT IS THE GOSPEL OF GOD THAT PauL
PREACHED AND IN WHICH THE REDEEMED HAVE TAKEN THEIR
STAND (VERSE 1)

* THIS IS THE GOSPEL THAT SAVES, THE GOSPEL PAUL DELIVERED,
AND THE GOSPEL THAT MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN OR DISCARDED
(VERSE 2)
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» ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, THE LORD JESUS DIED FOR OUR
SINS. HIS SACRIFICE PAID OUR SIN DEBT (VERSE 2)

» AFTER HIS LIFELESS BODY WAS TAKEN FROM THE CROSS AND LAID
TO REST IN A BORROWED TOMB, JESUS MIRACULOUSLY WALKED
AWAY FROM WHERE HE LAY, AS FORETOLD BY THE HOLY
PROPHETS, PROVING HIS ABSOLUTE POWER OVER SIN AND DEATH
(VERSE W)

How cAN THIS BE? DEAD MEN DO NOT RISE FROM THEIR GRAVES. A
JEERING MOB HAD WITNESSED OUR LORD'S MANGLED BODY HANGING
LIFELESS ON A CRUEL ROMAN CROSS. TO COUNTER THOSE WHO WOULD
SAY THE LORD’S BODILY RESURRECTION IS NO MORE THAN A FANCIFUL
TALE, HE APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES AND TO A COMPANY OF MORE
THAN FIVE HUNDRED EYEWITNESSES. THE RESURRECTION DID NOT TAKE
PLACE IN A DARK, HIDDEN CORNER; THE EVIDENCE OF JESUS’ BODILY
RESUR)RECTION IS A VERIFIABLE FACT BEYOND DISPUTE (1 CORINTHIANS
15:5-8).

THE GOSPEL OF ANTIQUITY

THE GOSPEL DID NOT ORIGINATE WITH PAUL, NOR DID PAUL PREACH A
NEW OR NOVEL MESSAGE THAT WAS HITHERTO UNKNOWN:

AND IF YOU CALL ON HIM AS FATHER WHO JUDGES IMPARTIALLY
ACCORDING TO EACH ONE'S DEEDS, CONDUCT YOURSELVES WITH FEAR
THROUGHOUT THE TIME OF YOUR EXILE, KNOWING THAT YOU WERE
RANSOMED FROM THE FUTILE WAYS INHERITED FROM YOUR
FOREFATHERS, NOT WITH PERISHABLE THINGS SUCH AS SILVER OR
GOLD, BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST, LIKE THAT OF A LAMB
WITHOUT BLEMISH OR SPOT. HE WAS FOREKNOWN BEFORE THE
FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD BUT WAS MADE MANIFEST IN THE LAST
TIMES FOR THE SAKE OF You. (1 PETER 1.17-20)

IN His PERFECT KNOWLEDGE, GOD KNEW, EVEN BEFORE HE SPOKE THE
EARTH INTO EXISTENCE, THAT MANKIND WOULD NEED A REDEEMER. IT
IS RIGHTFULLY SAID CHRIST WAS SLAIN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF
THE WORLD.
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Genesis 3:14-15

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

THE GOSPEL WAS FIRST PREACHED BY GOD IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN;
THE FUTURE MESSIAH, CALLED THE “SEED” OF THE WOMAN (NKJV),
WOULD SUFFER AN INTJURY BY THE HAND OF SATAN, BUT, IN THE END,
OUR CONQUERING SAVIOR WOULD DELIVER A FATAL BLOW TO OUR
INFERNAL ENEMY. AS OUR SAVIOR SUFFERED ON THE CROSS, IT
APPEARED VICTORY BELONGED TO SATAN, BUT THE VICTORY WAS
SHORT—LIVED. JESUS CONQUERED DEATH AND, IN DOING SO, SET THE
STAGE FOR SATAN'S ULTIMATE DOOM (REVELATION 20.10).

THE JEWS ANSWERED HIM, “ARE WE NOT RIGHT IN SAYING THAT YOU
ARE A SAMARITAN AND HAVE A DEMON?” JESUS ANSWERED, “I DO
NOT HAVE A DEMON, BUT I HONOR MY FATHER, AND YOU DISHONOR ME.
YET I DO NOT SEEK MY OWN GLORY; THERE 1S ONE WHO SEEKS IT, AND
HE 1S THE JUDGE. TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, IF ANYONE KEEPS MY
WORD, HE WILL NEVER SEE DEATH.” THE JEWS SAID TO HIM, “NOw WE
KNOW THAT YOU HAVE A DEMON! ABRAHAM DIED, AS DID THE
PROPHETS, YET YOU SAY, ‘IF ANYONE KEEPS MY WORD, HE WILL NEVER
TASTE DEATH. ARE YOU GREATER THAN OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, WHO
DIED? AND THE PROPHETS DIED! WHO DO YOU MAKE YOURSELF OUT TO
BE?” JESUS ANSWERED, “IF I GLORIFY MYSELF, MY GLORY IS NOTHING.
It 1s MY FATHER WHO GLORIFIES ME, OF WHOM YOU SAY, ‘HE 1S OUR
Gob.” BUT YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN HIM. T kNow HIM. IF I WERE TO sAY
THAT I DO NOT KNOW HIM, I WOULD BE A LIAR LIKE YOU, BUT I DO
KNOW HIM AND I KEEP HIS WORD. YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM REJOICED
TO SEE MY DAY. HE SAW IT AND WAS GLAD.” (JOUN 8.48-56).

HiGH ATOP A MOUNTAIN IN THE LAND OF MORIAH, ABRAHAM TOLD HIS
SON IsaAc THAT GOD WOULD PROVIDE THE SACRIFICIAL LAMB
(GENESIS 22.8). THOUGH ABRAHAM LIVED SOME TWO MILLENNIA
BEFORE THE LORD JESUS’ BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM, THE PATRIARCH WAS
WELL FAMILIAR WITH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE, AND, IN FULFILLMENT OF
ABRAHAM’'S PROPHETIC UTTERANCE, GOD INDEED PROVIDED THE
PERFECT, UNBLEMISHED SACRIFICIAL LAMB (JOHN 129 1 PETER 1.17-20;
REVELATION 5:8-10).

Who Was The Apostle Paul Page 5 Got Answers.org



Isaiah 53:4—6

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE ROMAN GUARDS NAILED IRON SPIKES
INTO THE HANDS AND FEET OF OUR LORD JESuS, IsAIAH PEERED INTO
THE FUTURE AND FORETOLD OF THE MESSIAH'S SACRIFICIAL DEATH,
WHICH IS FOUNDATIONAL TO THE GOSPEL. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
THE PROPHET ISAIAH IS THE SAME GOSPEL PREACHED BY THE APOSTLE
PAuL, WHO WROTE, “BUT FAR BE IT FROM ME TO BOAST EXCEPT IN THE
CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHICH THE WORLD HAS BEEN
CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I TO THE WORLD” (GALATIANS 6:14),

THE NEw TESTAMENT GOSPEL

PULLING BACK THE CURTAIN OF TIME, THE HOLY SPIRIT ALLOWED THE
PROPHETS AND PATRIARCHS OF OLD TO SEE THE FUTURE COMING OF
THE MESSIAH; THEN, IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME, THE SON OF GOD
CLOTHED HIMSELF IN HUMAN FLESH TO FULFILL HIS ROLE AS
REDEEMER (JouN 114 LUKE 19:10).

THE NEXT DAY [JOHN] saw JESUS COMING TOWARD HIM, AND SAID,
“BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE
WORLD! THIS IS HE OF WHOM I sAID, ‘AFTER ME COMES A MAN WHO
RANKS BEFORE ME, BECAUSE HE WAS BEFORE ME.” (JOHN 1.29-20)

JOHN THE BAPTIST TESTIFIED THAT JESUS WAS THE LONG—AWAITED
SACRIFICIAL LAMB SENT BY GOD ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE
HOLY PROPHETS. TO FULFILL THIS ROLE, JESUS HAD TO BE SINLESS AND
WILLING TO DIE FOR THE SIN OF THE WORLD. HAD JESUS BEEN BORN
WITH A SIN NATURE, THERE WOULD BE NO GOSPEL MESSAGE.

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON, THAT
WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL
LIFE. FOR GOD DID NOT SEND HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO CONDEMN
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THE WORLD, BUT IN ORDER THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED THROUGH
HIM. WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM IS NOT CONDEMNED, BUT WHOEVER
DOES NOT BELIEVE 1S CONDEMNED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HAS NOT
BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY SON OF Gob. (JoHN 2.16-18)

THIS MOST FAMILIAR PASSAGE GIVES US THE ESSENCE OF THE GOSPEL.
Gop SeNT His SoN, THE ONE WHO SHARED IN HIS DIVINE NATURE, TO
SAVE A LOST WORLD. THOSE WHO RECEIVE HIM BY FAITH ARE GRANTED
EVERLASTING LIFE. CONVERSELY, THOSE WHO REJECT HIM ARE
ALREADY CONDEMNED. LATER, THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE, “But Gopb,
BEING RICH IN MERCY, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT LOVE WITH WHICH HE
LOVED US, EVEN WHEN WE WERE DEAD IN OUR TRESPASSES, MADE US
ALIVE TOGETHER WITH CHRIST—BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED—AND
RAISED US UP WITH HIM AND SEATED US WITH HIM IN THE HEAVENLY
PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS, SO THAT IN THE COMING AGES HE MIGHT
SHOW THE IMMEASURABLE RICHES OF HIS GRACE IN KINDNESS TOWARD
US IN CHRIST JESUS. FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED THROUGH
FAITH. AND THIS IS NOT YOUR OWN DOING; IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD, NOT
A RESULT OF WORKS, SO THAT NO ONE MAY BOAST” (EPHESIANS 2:.4-9),
IT 1S 0BVIOUS THE MESSAGE OF PAUL AGREES WITH THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO JESUS.

PETER PREACHED ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST,

“BROTHERS, I MAY SAY TO YOU WITH CONFIDENCE ABOUT THE
PATRIARCH DAVID THAT HE BOTH DIED AND WAS BURIED, AND HIS TOMB
IS WITH US TO THIS DAY. BEING THEREFORE A PROPHET, AND KNOWING
THAT GOD HAD SWORN WITH AN OATH TO HIM THAT HE WOULD SET ONE
OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, HE FORESAW AND SPOKE ABOUT
THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHRIST, THAT HE WAS NOT ABANDONED TO
HADES, NOR DID HIS FLESH SEE CORRUPTION. THIS JESUS GOD RAISED
UP, AND OF THAT WE ALL ARE WITNESSES. BEING THEREFORE EXALTED
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, AND HAVING RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER
THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE HAS POURED OUT THIS THAT YOU
YOURSELVES ARE SEEING AND HEARING. FOR DAVID DID NOT ASCEND
INTO THE HEAVENS, BUT HE HIMSELF SAYS,

“THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD,

“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,

UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES YOUR FOOTSTOOL.”

LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL THEREFORE KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT
GoD HAS MADE HIM BOTH LORD AND CHRIST, THIS JESUS WHOM YOU
CRUCIFIED.”
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Now WHEN THEY HEARD THIS THEY WERE CUT TO THE HEART, AND
SAID TO PETER AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES, “BROTHERS, WHAT
SHALL WE DO?” AND PETER SAID TO THEM, “REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED
EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE
HoLy SpiIrIT.” (AcTs 2.29-38)

FROM PETER’S POWERFUL SERMON, WE LEARN:

 CHRIST JESUS WAS A DESCENDANT OF KING DavID (VERSE 30)
» CHRIST JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD (VERSE 21)

- PETER AND MANY OTHERS WERE FYE—WITNESSES OF OUR LORD’S
BODILY RESURRECTION (VERSE 32

* NOW THAT JESUS SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATS-!ER, THE
OLY SPIRIT OF GOD BEGINS His MINISTRY (VERSE 33

» GOD THE FATHER PROMISES GOD THE SON THAT HiS ENEMIES WILL
BE DEFEATED (VERSES 34—235)

 THE ONE CRUCIFIED IS BOTH LORD AND CHRIST (VERSE 26)

CONVICTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, PETER'S AUDIENCE ASKED WHAT THEY
WERE TO DO. BY FAITH, THEY BELIEVED PETER’S GOSPEL MESSAGE, SO
WHAT WAS NEXT? PETER INSTRUCTED HIS AUDIENCE TO REPENT, THAT
IS, TO RENOUNCE THE RITES AND RITUALS OF MERE RELIGION BY
TURNING TO THE LIVING SAVIOR. REPENTANCE INVOLVES A CHANGE OF
HEART AND A CHANGE IN DIRECTION. PETER ALSO INSTRUCTED THE
NEW BELIEVERS TO PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR NEWFOUND FAITH
THROUGH WATER BAPTISM. BELIEVERS ARE NOT SAVED BY THE
ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM, BUT BELIEVERS WILLINGLY CHOOSE TO BE
BAPTIZED BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN SAVED.

AGAIN, THE GOSPEL FOCUSES ON THE PERSON OF JESUS AND His
DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION. JESUS IS THE UNIQUE,
UNBLEMISHED, AND UNCOMPROMISED ANOINTED ONE, FULLY GOD AND
FULLY MAN, WHO OVERCAME DEATH AND THE GRAVE SO THAT ALL WHO
BELIEVE IN HIM WILL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF EVERLASTING LIFE. THIS IS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE INSPIRED TEACHINGS OF BOTH THE OLD AND
NEw TESTAMENT WRITERS.

WARNING AGAINST COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL MESSAGES
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JusT AS OUR LORD JESUS WARNED AGAINST FALSE CHRISTS
(MaTTHEW 24:23—24), THE APOSTLE PAUL WARNED AGAINST
PERVERSIONS OF THE GOSPEL. SATAN UNDERSTANDS THAT FALSE
CHRISTS AND FALSE GOSPEL MESSAGES ARE INCAPABLE OF SAVING
LOST SINNERS, SO FOR TWO THOUSAND YEARS, OUR ENEMY HAS BEEN
COUNTERFEITING PHONY MESSIAHS AND ADVANCING SPURIOUS GOSPEL
MESSAGES.

I AM ASTONISHED THAT YOU ARE SO QUICKLY DESERTING HIM WHO
CALLED YOU IN THE GRACE OF CHRIST AND ARE TURNING TO A
DIFFERENT GOSPEL—NOT THAT THERE IS ANOTHER ONE, BUT THERE ARE
SOME WHO TROUBLE YOU AND WANT TO DISTORT THE GOSPEL OF
CHRIST. BUT EVEN IF WE OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN SHOULD PREACH
TO YOU A GOSPEL CONTRARY TO THE ONE WE PREACHED TO YOU, LET
HIM BE ACCURSED. AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, SO NOW I sAY AcAIN: IF
ANYONE IS PREACHING TO YOU A GOSPEL CONTRARY TO THE ONE YOU
RECEIVED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED. (GALATIANS 1.6-9)

PauL's WARNING TO THE CHURCH IN GALATIA SAYS

* THOSE WHO FOLLOW A DIFFERENT GOSPEL HAVE, IN TRUTH,
DESERTED OUR LORD JESUS AND HAVE TURNED THEIR BACKS ON
His LOVING GRACE (VERSE 6)

» THERE IS ONLY ONE GOSPEL, AND ALL OTHERS ARE WORTHLESS
DISTORTIONS OF THE TRUTH (VERSE 7)

* THOSE WHO PREACH COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL MESSAGES ARE
HERETICS WORTHY OF DAMNATION (VERSES 8-9)

OBVIOUSLY, THOSE WHO PROCLAIM THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GOD
ARE THE FALSE TEACHERS PAUL WARNED AGAINST.

CONCLUSION

DESPITE THE FALSE CHARGES LEVIED AGAINST PAuUL, HIS GOSPEL
TEACHINGS ARE IN HARMONY WITH THE OLD TESTAMENT PATRIARCHS
AND PROPHETS, HIS NEW TESTAMENT CONTEMPORARIES, AND, MOST
IMPORTANTLY, THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS. THOSE WHO ACCUSE PaAuL OF
HAVING STRAYED FROM THE GOSPEL STAND ON SHAKY GROUND;
SCRIPTURE PROVES THAT, RATHER THAN TEACHING A “DIFFERENT
GOSPEL,” HE GAVE THE CHURCH GREATER INSIGHT INTO THE ONLY TRUE
GOSPEL, THE GOSPEL OF Gob (ROMANS 1.1). THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE
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GIVES AMPLE EVIDENCE THAT PAUL'S PRIME MOTIVE WAS NOT IN
EAAKING A NAME FOR HIMSELF, BUT IN FURTHERING THE CAUSE OF
HRIST:

I APPEAL TO YOU, BROTHERS, BY THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, THAT ALL OF YOU AGREE, AND THAT THERE BE NO DIVISIONS
AMONG YOU, BUT THAT YOU BE UNITED IN THE SAME MIND AND THE
SAME JUDGMENT. FOR IT HAS BEEN REPORTED TO ME BY CHLOE'S
PEOPLE THAT THERE 1S QUARRELING AMONG YOU, MY BROTHERS.
WHAT I MEAN 1S THAT EACH ONE OF YOU SAYS, “I FoLLow PAUL,” OR
“I FoLLow APoLLOS,” OR “I FoLLow CEPHAS,” OR “I FoLLOw CHRIST.” Is
CHRIST DIVIDED? WAS PAUL CRUCIFIED FOR YOU? OR WERE YOU
BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF PauL? I THANK GOD THAT I BAPTIZED NONE
OF YOU EXCEPT CRISPUS AND GAIUS, SO THAT NO ONE MAY SAY THAT
YOU WERE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME. (I DID BAPTIZE ALSO THE
HOUSEHOLD OF STEPHANAS. BEYOND THAT, I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER 1
BAPTIZED ANYONE ELSE.) FOR CHRIST DID NOT SEND ME TO BAPTIZE
BUT TO PREACH THE GOSPEL, AND NOT WITH WORDS OF ELOQUENT
WISDOM, LEST THE CROSS OF CHRIST BE EMPTIED OF ITS POWER. (!
CORINTHIANS 1:10-17)
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