Question:Who Was The Apostle Paul?

Answer: THERE IS MUCH WE CAN LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF THE
APOSTLE PAUL. FAR FROM ORDINARY, PAUL WAS GIVEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS FOR THE KINGDOM OF
Gob. THE STORY OF PAUL IS A STORY OF REDEMPTION IN JESUS
CHRIST AND A TESTIMONY THAT NO ONE IS BEYOND THE SAVING GRACE
OF THE LORD. HOWEVER, TO GAIN THE FULL MEASURE OF THE MAN, WE
MUST EXAMINE HIS DARK SIDE AND WHAT HE SYMBOLIZED BEFORE
BECOMING “THE APOSTLE OF GRACE.” PAUL'S EARLY LIFE WAS MARKED
BY RELIGIOUS ZEAL, BRUTAL VIOLENCE, AND THE RELENTLESS
PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH. FORTUNATELY, THE LATER YEARS
OF PAUL’'S LIFE SHOW A MARKED DIFFERENCE AS HE LIVED HIS LIFE
FOR CHRIST AND FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF HIS KINGDOM.

PAuUL WAS ACTUALLY BORN AS SauL. HE waASs BORN IN TARSUS IN
CiLiCiA, A PROVINCE IN THE SOUTHEASTERN CORNER OF MODERN—DAY
TERSOUS, TURKEY, SOMETIME IN THE FIRST DECADE AD. HE waAs OF
BENJAMITE LINEAGE AND HEBREW ANCESTRY (PHILIPRPIANS 2:5-0).
His PARENTS WERE PHARISEES—FERVENT JEWISH NATIONALISTS WHO
ADHERED STRICTLY TO THE LAW OF MOSES—WHO SOUGHT TO PROTECT
THEIR CHILDREN FROM “CONTAMINATION” FROM THE (GENTILES.
ANYTHING GREEK WOULD HAVE BEEN DESPISED IN SAUL'S HOUSEHOLD,
YET HE COULD SPEAK GREEK AND PASSABLE LATIN. HiIS HOUSEHOLD
WOULD HAVE SPOKEN ARAMAIC, WHICH WAS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
OF JUDEA. SAUL'S FAMILY WERE ROMAN CITIZENS BUT VIEWED
JERUSALEM AS A TRULY SACRED AND HOLY CITY (AcTts 22.22-29).

AT AGE THIRTEEN SAUL WAS SENT TO JUDEA TO LEARN FROM A
RABBI NAMED GAMALIEL, UNDER WHOM SAUL MASTERED JEWISH
HISTORY, THE PSALMS, AND THE WORKS OF THE PROPHETS. HIs
EDUCATION WOULD CONTINUE FOR FIVE OR SIX YEARS AS SAUL
LEARNED SUCH THINGS AS DISSECTING SCRIPTURE (Acts 22:3). It was
DURING THIS TIME THAT HE DEVELOPED A QUESTION—AND—ANSWER
STYLE OF TEACHING KNOWN IN ANCIENT TIMES AS “DIATRIBE.” THIS
METHOD OF ARTICULATION HELPED RABBIS DEBATE THE FINER POINTS
OF JEWISH LAW TO EITHER DEFEND OR PROSECUTE THOSE WHO BROKE
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THE LAW. SAUL WENT ON TO BECOME A LAWYER, AND ALL SIGNS
POINTED TO HIS BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE SANHEDRIN, THE JEWISH
SUPREME COURT OF 71 MEN WHO RULED OVER JEWISH LIFE AND
RELIGION. SAUL WAS ZEALOUS FOR HIS FAITH, AND THIS FAITH DID NOT
ALLOW FOR COMPROMISE. IT IS THIS ZEAL THAT LED SAUL DOWN THE
PATH OF RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM.

IN Acts 5:.27-42, PETER DELIVERED HIS DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL AND
OF JESUS IN FRONT OF THE SANHEDRIN, WHICH SAUL WOULD HAVE
HEARD. GAMALIEL WAS ALSO PRESENT AND DELIVERED A MESSAGE TO
CALM THE COUNCIL AND PREVENT THEM FROM STONING PETER. SAauL
MIGHT ALSO HAVE BEEN PRESENT AT THE TRIAL OF STEPHEN. HE waAsS
PRESENT FOR HIS STONING AND DEATH; HE HELD THE GARMENTS OF
THOSE WHO DID THE STONING (AcTs 7:58). AFTER STEPHEN'S DEATH,
"A GREAT PERSECUTION BROKE OUT AGAINST THE CHURCH IN
JeErRusaLEM" (Acts &8:1). SAUL BECAME DETERMINED TO ERADICATE
CHRISTIANS, RUTHLESS IN HIS PURSUIT AS HE BELIEVED HE WAS
ACTING IN THE NAME OF GOD. ARGUABLY, THERE IS NO ONE MORE
FRIGHTENING OR MORE VICIOUS THAN A RELIGIOUS TERRORIST,
ESPECIALLY WHEN HE BELIEVES HE 1S DOING THE WILL OF THE LORD BY
KILLING INNOCENT PEOPLE. THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT SAUL OF TARSUS
WAS: A RELIGIOUS TERRORIST. ACTS 8:3 STATES, “HE BEGAN RAVAGING
THE CHURCH, ENTERING HOUSE AFTER HOUSE, AND DRAGGING OFF MEN
AND WOMEN, HE WOULD PUT THEM IN PRISON.”

THE PIVOTAL PASSAGE IN PAUL'S STORY IS AcTs 9:1-22, WHICH
RECOUNTS PAUL'S MEETING WITH JESUS CHRIST ON THE ROAD FROM
JERUSALEM TO DAMASCUS, A JOURNEY OF ABoUT 150 MILES. SauL
WAS ANGERED BY WHAT HE HAD SEEN AND FILLED WITH MURDEROUS
RAGE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS. BEFORE DEPARTING ON HIS JOURNEY,
HE HAD ASKED THE HIGH PRIEST FOR LETTERS TO THE SYNAGOGUES IN
DAMASCUS, ASKING FOR PERMISSION TO BRING ANY CHRISTIANS
(FOLLOWERS OF “THE WAY,” AS THEY WERE KNOWN) BACK TO
JERUSALEM TO IMPRISON THEM. ON THE ROAD SAUL WAS CAUGHT IN
A BRIGHT LIGHT FROM HEAVEN THAT CAUSED HIM TO FALL FACE DOWN
ON THE GROUND. HE HEARD THE WORDS, “SAUL, SAUL, WHY ARE YOU
PERSECUTING ME?” HE REPLIED, “WHO ARE YOU LORD?” JESUS
ANSWERED DIRECTLY AND CLEARLY, “I AM JESUS, WHOM YOU ARE
PERSECUTING” (VERSES H—5). AS AN ASIDE, THIS MIGHT NOT HAVE
BEEN SAUL'S FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS, AS SOME SCHOLARS
SUGGEST THAT YOUNG SAUL MIGHT HAVE KNOWN OF JESUS AND THAT
HE MIGHT HAVE ACTUALLY WITNESSED HIS DEATH.

FROM THAT MOMENT ON, SAUL’S LIFE WAS TURNED UPSIDE DOWN. THE
LIGHT OF THE LORD BLINDED HIM, AND AS HE TRAVELED ON HE HAD TO
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RELY ON HIS COMPANIONS. AS INSTRUCTED BY JESUS, SAUL CONTINUED
70 DAMASCUS TO MAKE CONTACT WITH A MAN NAMED ANANIAS, WHO
WAS HESITANT AT FIRST TO MEET SAUL BECAUSE HE KNEW SAUL’'S
REPUTATION AS AN EVIL MAN. BUT THE LORD TOLD ANANIAS THAT
SAUL WAS A “CHOSEN INSTRUMENT” TO CARRY HIS NAME BEFORE THE
GENTILES, KINGS, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL (AcTs 9:15) AND
WOULD SUFFER FOR DOING SO (AcTs 9:16). ANANIAS FOLLOWED THE
LORD’S INSTRUCTIONS AND FOUND SAUL, ON WHOM HE LAID HANDS,
AND TOLD HIM OF HIS VISION OF JESUS CHRIST. THROUGH PRAYER,
SAUL RECEIVED THE HoLy SPIRIT (AcTs 9:17), REGAINED HIS SIGHT,
AND WAS BAPTIZED (AcTs 9:18). SAUL IMMEDIATELY WENT INTO THE
SYNAGOGUES AND PROCLAIMED JESUS AS THE SON oF Gob (AcTs
9.20). THE PEOPLE WERE AMAZED AND SKEPTICAL, AS SAUL'S
REPUTATION WAS WELL KNOWN. THE JEWS THOUGHT HE HAD COME TO
TAKE AWAY THE CHRISTIANS (AcTs 9:21), BUT HE HAD IN FACT JOINED
THEM. SAUL'S BOLDNESS INCREASED AS THE JEWS LIVING IN
DAMASCUS WERE CONFOUNDED BY SAUL'S ARGUMENTS PROVING THAT
JeEsus was THE CHRIST (AcTs 9:22).

SAUL SPENT TIME IN ArRaBIA, DAMASCUS, JERUSALEM, SYRIA, AND
HIS NATIVE CiLICIA, AND BARNABAS ENLISTED HIS HELP TO TEACH
THOSE IN THE CHURCH IN ANTIOCH (AcTs 11:25). INTERESTINGLY, THE
CHRISTIANS DRIVEN OUT OF JUDEA BY THE PERSECUTION THAT AROSE
ﬁ?}E% %TEPHEN'S DEATH FOUNDED THIS MULTIRACIAL CHURCH (AcTs

SAUL TOOK HIS FIRST OF THREE MISSIONARY JOURNEYS IN THE LATE
AD 4Os. As HE SPENT MORE TIME IN GENTILE AREAS, SAUL BEGAN TO
GO BY HIS RoMaN NAME PauL (Acts 13:9). PAUL WROTE MANY OF
THE NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS. MOST THEOLOGIANS ARE IN AGREEMENT
THAT HE WROTE ROMANS, | AND 2 CORINTHIANS, GALATIANS,
PHILIPPIANS, | AND 2 THESSALONIANS, PHILEMON, EPHESIANS,
CoLOSSIANS, 1 AND 2 TIMOTHY, AND TITUS. THESE THIRTEEN “LETTERS”
(EPISTLES) MAKE UP THE “PAULINE AUTHORSHIP” AND ARE THE
PRIMARY SOURCE OF HIS THEOLOGY. AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED, THE BOOK
OF ACTS GIVES US A HISTORICAL LOOK AT PAUL’S LIFE AND TIMES. THE
APOSTLE PAUL SPENT HIS LIFE PROCLAIMING THE RISEN CHRIST JESUS
THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN WORLD, OFTEN AT GREAT PERSONAL PERIL
(2 CoriNTHIANS 11:24=27). IT IS ASSUMED THAT PAUL DIED A
MARTYR'S DEATH IN THE MID—TO—LATE AD 60s IN ROME.

S0, WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PauUL?
FIRST, WE LEARN THAT (GOD CAN SAVE ANYONE. THE REMARKABLE
STORY OF PAUL REPEATS ITSELF EVERY DAY AS SINFUL, BROKEN
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PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE TRANSFORMED BY (GOD’S SAVING
GRACE IN JESUS CHRIST. SOME OF THESE PEOPLE HAVE DONE
DESPICABLE THINGS TO OTHER HUMAN BEINGS, WHILE SOME JUST TRY
TO LIVE A MORAL LIFE THINKING THAT GOD WILL SMILE UPON THEM ON
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. WHEN WE READ THE STORY OF PAUL, WE ARE
AMAZED THAT GOD WOULD ALLOW INTO HEAVEN A RELIGIOUS
EXTREMIST WHO PERSECUTED THE CHURCH AND WAS PARTY TO THE
MURDER OF STEPHEN. TODAY, WE MIGHT SEE TERRORISTS OR OTHER
CRIMINALS AS UNWORTHY OF REDEMPTION BECAUSE THEIR CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY ARE JUST TOO GREAT. THE STORY OF PAUL 1S A
STORY THAT CAN BE TOLD TODAY—HE ISN'T WORTHY IN OUR EYES OF A
SECOND CHANCE, YET GOD GRANTED HIM MERCY. THE TRUTH IS THAT
EVERY PERSON MATTERS TO GOD, FROM THE “GOOD, DECENT,” AVERAGE
PERSON TO THE “WICKED, EVIL,” DEGENERATE ONE. ONLY GOD CAN SAVE
A SOUL FROM HELL.

SECOND, WE LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF PAUL THAT ANYONE CAN BE A
HUMBLE, POWERFUL WITNESS FOR JESUS CHRIST. ARGUABLY, NO OTHER
HUMAN FIGURE IN THE BIBLE DEMONSTRATED MORE HUMILITY WHILE
SHARING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST AS PauL. Acts 20:19 TELLS
US THAT HE “SERVED THE LORD WITH ALL HUMILITY AND WITH TEARS
AND WITH TRIALS THAT HAPPENED TO [HIM] THROUGH THE PLOTS OF
THE JEWS.” IN Acts 2831, PAUL SHARES THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS
CHRIST: “BOLDLY AND WITHOUT HINDRANCE HE PREACHED THE
KINGDOM OF GOD AND TAUGHT ABOUT THE LORD JESus CHRIST.” PAuL
WAS NOT AFRAID TO TELL OTHERS WHAT THE LORD HAD DONE FOR
HIM. PAUL SPENT ALL HIS DAYS, FROM CONVERSION TO MARTYRDOM,
WORKING TIRELESSLY FOR THE KINGDOM OF (GOD.

FINALLY, WE LEARN THAT ANYONE CAN SURRENDER COMPLETELY TO
(Gob. PauL WAS FULLY COMMITTED TO Gobp. IN PHiLippiaNs 1:12—14,
PAuL WROTE FROM PRISON, “I WANT YOU TO KNOW, BROTHERS, THAT
WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO ME HAS REALLY SERVED TO ADVANCE THE
GOSPEL, SO THAT IT HAS BECOME KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE
IMPERIAL GUARD AND TO ALL THE REST THAT MY IMPRISONMENT IS
FOR CHRIST. AND MOST OF THE BROTHERS, HAVING BECOME CONFIDENT
IN THE LORD BY MY IMPRISONMENT, ARE MUCH MORE BOLD TO SPEAK
THE WORD WITHOUT FEAR.” DESPITE HIS CIRCUMSTANCES, PAUL
PRAISED GOD AND CONTINUALLY SHARED THE GOOD NEWS (SEE ALSO
Acts 16:22-25 AND PuHiLIPPIANS H:11-12). THROUGH HIS HARDSHIPS
AND SUFFERING, PAUL KNEW THE OUTCOME OF A LIFE WELL LIVED FOR
CHRIST. HE HAD SURRENDERED HIS LIFE FULLY, TRUSTING GOD FOR
EVERYTHING. HE WROTE, “FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS
GAIN” (PHiLIPPIANS 1:21). CAN WE MAKE THE SAME CLAIM?
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But I WOULD YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND, BRETHREN, THAT THE THINGS .-_Zrl
WHICH HAPPENED UNTO ME HAVE FALLEN OUT RATHER UNTO THE

FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL
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