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Belshazzar's Profane Banquet 
( verses 1-4 ) 

King Belshazzar hosts a massive, drunken 
party for his nobles, during which he orders 

the sacred gold and silver cups taken from the 
Temple in Jerusalem to be used, praising pagan 

idols. 
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The Handwriting on the Wall  
( verses 5-9 )  

A human hand appears and writes on the plaster 
wall, causing the king to become pale with terror, 

his joints loosening, and his knees knocking 
together, failing to find interpretation from his 

magicians. 
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Daniel is Summoned 
( verse 10-16 ) 

The Queen Mother 
tells the king of 

Daniel's expertise in 
interpreting dreams 

and mysteries. 

 Daniel, now an old 
man, is brought 

before the king and 
offered riches and 

power. 
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Daniel Condemns the King's Pride 
( verses 17-24 ) 

Daniel rejects the gifts and 
rebukes Belshazzar, citing 
the example of King 
Nebuchadnezzar… 

…noting that Belshazzar 
knew this history but 
remained arrogant and 
defied God. 
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Interpretation of  the Writing 
( verses 25-28 ) 

Daniel interprets the writing: MENE (God numbered your 
kingdom and finished it), TEKEL (You were weighed in the 

balances and found wanting), and PERES (Your kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and Persians). 

PAGE 5



Restoration and Conversion 
( verses 29-31 ) 

"That very night," Belshazzar is slain, Cyrus 
Conquers Babylon and Darius the Mede takes over 

the kingdom, fulfilling the prophecy instantly.  
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